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Elephant Herd Mourns Over Loss of Calf

New Delhi Associated Press

For two days, a herd of elephants nursed a
wounded elephant calf after nudging him along the
road to the nearest human protection in the forests
of eastern India, United News of India reported
recently.

It took the elephants six hours to cover the two
miles to their destination, a forest rangers’ office.
The staff administered first aid to the 2-year-old
calf, but he later succumbed to head wounds in-
flicted by a tiger.

Tears rolled out of the mother elephant’s eyes
as the rest of the herd formed a circle, raised their

trunks and trumpeted over the body.

UNI said the tale was related by S. G. Ochi,
project manager of forest development in Simlipal
National Park in Orissa state, 140 miles west of
Calcutta.

Ochi said the herd of about 25 elephants appar-
ently was grazing in a grasslands about two miles
from the rangers’ office when a tiger tried to seize
the calf.

Devandra Nayak, a tracker for Project Tiger, a
government organization trying to save tigers from
extinction, watched the herd’s progress as it
brought the calf to the rangers’ office.
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Dear Friends:

This past six months, East Africa has experienced an extremely unusual pattern of
weather, causing some tragedy to crops and delaying our own building projects.

The normal pattern of rain starts with the heavy monsoon rains commonly called the
“the long rains” commencing in late March and lasting until the end of May. June,
July and August can have some dry spells but clouds are prevalent and rains are “long”
and “short”. The grass rains or “short” rains last from August until mid-December
with normally gray days all fall, then the sun comes out to stay and it’s glorious until
the end of March. These weather patterns were so regular your watch could practically
be set by them. Indeed, as we have seen in other parts of the world, the patterns are
changing in East Africa as well. This year, the rain has not stopped at all and much of
the country is water-logged. We can safely say that it is no quirk of fate causing these
disruptions, and we fear that the opposite cycle may come.

Public awareness is growing daily, broadening the scope of understanding the critical
state of the environment. That is the best possible news. But we must resist the usual
attitude that a little progress means we can relax our watchdog positions. We have
seen that “people power” and “people power” alone has convinced Star Kist Tuna to
stop netting dolphins, making them the “good guys” of the tuna industry. We have also
seen the newly emerging “recycling” industries proving that there can be profit in “en-
vironmentally friendly” businesses. Amazingly enough, with all this going on, ele-
phants are still being poached as are rhinos, chimpanzees and many other species not
yet on the endangered list. Therefore, efforts must not slacken or become sidetracked.
Every piece of good news on the conservation front should serve to rekindle the fires of
our resolve to control human usage of our natural resources so we may keep the bal-
ance of nature intact and preserve the life forms we have left.

Thank you fer your continued support,
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